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Introduction

Welcome to this report of the year 2016 at 
Vineyard Groningen! This report provides a 
financial overview of 2016. However, for this year’s 
overview we want to share more than financial 
matters alone. A report of 2016 would not be 
complete without some highlights of what all 
happened in 2016, beyond the numbers and digits 
of budget. Finances are important but they are 
only the means through which we can function as 
community. 

So how has church been in 2016? What did we do, 
what happened in ministries? This report will give 
you a taste of the year 2016 as lived at Vineyard 
Groningen.

Thank you for reading!
Thank you for being part of our community!

Matthijs den Dekker
Treasurer Vineyard Groningen

PS: Please note that a discussion and explication of the
financial data will take place during the Family Meeting on 
February 5th. Know that you are encouraged to be present!



Foreword

2016 has been a good but intense year.  Recently, 
while we were praying after a Leadership Team 
meeting, a word came to my mind. 

The word was ‘mosaic’. The most powerful, 
wonderful and yet fragile element of true 
community is ‘relationship’. Our church is like a 
mosaic; a wonderful piece of art made up of many 
small, different and colourful parts. 

Each of these individual parts have different 
shapes and sizes. Glued together they become a 
beautiful picture. Similarly, Vineyard Groningen 
consists of many different individuals. There is 
much diversity, languages and colour. All our lives 
are shaped and formed through the path of life 
that we need to walk. 

The mosaic is bright, it is beautiful. But it is also 
fragile and the dynamics in our community can be 
intense. However, glued together by the Holy Spirit, 
we’ve become the ‘bride of Christ’.

‘I thank my God every time I remember you’ [Phil. 1:3]



There are many reasons to be truly grateful for the 
beautiful mosaic that we, as Vineyard Groningen, 
are in Christ. And guess what…the piece of Art is 
not yet finished; more pieces will be added! To 
speak with Paul, I am: ‘…confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus’ [Phil. 1:6]. 

Let us, while being grateful for what God has done 
among us, move into 2017 with renewed hope, 
faith and courage. Reaching out for more of God’s 
presence, praying for a breakthrough of His 
Kingdom and passionately following Jesus! 

Maurits Stevens
Pastor Vineyard Groningen
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Home groups
By Stephanie Penkler

In April 2016 I was asked to take up the role of 
coordinating the home group ministry at Vineyard 
Groningen and I was happy to do so and serve 
where I could. 

The next month, God gave me a real passion and 
vision for the home group ministry. God put one 
word on my heart: MULTIPLY. And this is exactly 
what He did. 

We started in May with 4 home groups housing 44 
people. Over the months we have unfortunately 
lost 7 of these people, but gained an extra 32, and 
because of multiplication we now have 9 home 
groups housing 76 people! 

How great is our God? His promises are faithful 
and true. MULTIPLY has happened. I see Him 
working in the body in a really special way. 

In the future, we would like to work on 
strengthening, equipping and supporting the 
current home groups and leaders.



The verse at right became the 
vision for growth. The results: 
The loving and welcoming 
atmosphere at Vineyard is 
noticeable and has been 
remarked on by newcomers 
who are keen to get involved 
at an intimate level. New 
leaders have stepped up and 
moved out into service in new 
home groups. 

I am so grateful that there has 
been so much room for people 
to grow and to realise the 
need for service in discipling
and being a disciple. Small 
groups have done this for our 
church and the evidence is 
obvious in the rapid growth 
and number of home groups, 
members and leaders over the 
last 6 months.

My goal is that 
they may be 
encouraged in 
heart and 
united in love, 
so that they 
may have the 
full riches of 
complete 
understanding, 
in order that 
they may know 
the mystery of 
God, namely, 
Christ, in whom 
are hidden all 
the treasures of 
wisdom and 
knowledge.

Colossians 2:2-3



“What is your native language?”
(Research by Norman Speirs in August 2016)

Afrikaans
Akan
Arab
Bakaka
Bisa
Bulgarian
Chinese
Dutch
English
French
German
Hindi
Indonesian

Japanese
Krio
Limba
Malaya
Nigerian
Polish
Portuguese
Spanish
Swahili
Swedish
Temne
Vietnamese
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Women Arise
By Natasja Achterberg

As initiators of the women arise we mainly focus 
on the events. We also try to connect with women 
after the weekly services as much as possible. We 
had nine events this year. 

What characterizes the evenings is how God leads 
every evening on its own. God has a big heart for 
the women in Vineyard and uses all opportunities 
He gets to heal, restore, encourage and empower. 

So far Women Arise is visited by a small amount 
of women although many seem to want to come. 
Every time God brings together an interesting set 
of women and He knows what we need. This 
makes the evenings incredibly powerful. We are 
always in awe of what He does.

Vision: We believe that by focusing on His Truth, sharing 
life with each other, growing in relationship with Him, 

submitting & being obedient to God, women will be 
restored & healed in their identity, finding freedom & 

bringing His love into a broken world.

Love deeply, worship wholeheartedly, commune 
authentically & sow broadly 



For instance during a game night (commune 
authentically) where we played ‘Koehandel’. There 
were exactly enough women to join and we had a 
blast. The game made a way to have a good and 
deep conversation afterwards about our faith in a 
way that was new to some of them.

We had an event with the theme sow broadly to 
encourage and empower women to give and share 
God’s love into the world. We watched the movie 
‘Nefarious’ with women who have a heart for 
women in prostitution. It was a powerful evening. 
Watching the DVD made all women ambassadors 
of the documentary and wanting to raise 
awareness for the women being held captive.

We see that Women Arise bonds, it connects, it 
strengthens, encourages, it deepens our faith, we 
feel seen by God, feel His presence at the evenings 
and want to be led by Him. 

We have a big desire for more women to find the 
events and experience what we will. But we’ve 
seen God so faithful every time, we trust Him that 
He does what is right in His time.



Vineyard Student 
Ministry

The student ministry is a 
student group that is 
open to students and 
young professionals in 
Vineyard Groningen who 
are seeking to grow in 
their faith. 

We are also open to 
people from other 
Christian denominations 
as well as those who 
profess other religious 
ties or who profess none 
at all. 

We believe in the three-
fold ministry of the body 
of Christ:
 Ministry to the Lord 
 Ministry to other 

believers
 Ministry to unbelievers



We are burdened to see 
believers take their rightful 
positions in Christ. 

We believe in the principle 
of touching the world with 
unconditional love and 
effecting change through 
relationship building and 
other consensus actions 
such as seasoning, 
inspiring, empowering and 
shaping people to live their 
true God-given purpose 
and maximizing life. 

In essence, we want 
to make a life and not 
just a living.



Financial report

Presented in this section 
are the expenses and 
income over 2016. 

The total figures will be 
presented and compared 
with the budget. Please 
keep in mind that this 
report represents cash flow 
(the actual expenses and 
income). 

These numbers will be 
futher discussed during the 
Family Meeting on February 
5th.

Did you know that we not 
only collect euro’s in our 
weekly collection, but 
also quite some other 
currencies? This year we 
collected, besides euro’s:

 American dollars and 
cents

 Brazilian centavos
 British pounds and 

pennies
 Bulgarian cents
 Canadian dollars
 Egyptian pounds
 Luxemburg francs
 Polish zlotys
 Qatari dirham
 Romanian bani
 Scottish pounds
 Singapore dollars
 South African rand
 Swiss francs



Expenses and income 2016
The following overview presents the expenses and 
income over the year 2016, sorted per category. 
The column furthest to the right shows the budget 
as anticipated in advance for 2016 a year ago. 

Actual 2016 Budget 2016
Expenses Pastor Salary, tax, pension etc. € 51.361,00 € 46.800,00

Facilities Building rent € 10.679,00 € 15.000,00*
Office rent pastor € 1.200,00
Coffee/kitchen € 1.906,00

Support Assistance € 2.110,00 € 2.000,00
Missionaries € 8.850,00 € 7.200,00
Ministries € 1.365,00 € 1.450,00

Teaching Conferences/training € 362,00 € 250,00
Guest speakers € 574,00 € 1.500,00
Special services € 890,00 € 500,00

Vineyard Vineyard Benelux € 4.560,00 € 4.500,00

Other Administrative € 954,00
Gifts € 114,00
Leadership team € 79,00 € 300,00
Other € 135,00
PR € 0,00 € 250,00

Total € 85.139,00 € 79.750,00

Income Donations € 52.911,00
Collections € 16.900,00
Missions account € 4.250,00
Interest € 198,00
Other € 12,00

Total € 74.271,00

Net loss over 2016 € 10.868,00

*Please 
note that 
the budget 
for facilities 
is a total of 
all the three 
posts.



Thank you

We conclude with a thank you. A thank you to
everyone who is involved with Vineyard Groningen, 
everyone who visits on Sunday mornings or gets
together during the week. To everyone serving in 
the kitchen team, being present as greeters, those
involved in setting up and cleaning, in the men’s
ministry, women’s ministry, worship team, the
library, Vineyard Kids, home groups, Food&Friends, 
PR, prayer, student ministry, nursery, pastoral care, 
the beamer team, sound and light, preparing 
bulletin and contact list: Thank you.

To our God and Christ, who is constantly working
on this great mosaic we call Vineyard Groningen:
Thank You.


